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Should Our Faith Impact Our Voting Decisions?

When citizens make their voting decisions based on a candidate’s beliefs and convictions
instead of a candidate’s party or promises, the outcome is bound to be better for our nation.

A majority of Americans who are eligible to vote do vote in
presidential elections. In 2004, according to the Census Bureau,
64 percent of these citizens made it to the polls.

Unfortunately, a great many voters choose to ignore the precepts
of their faith when casting their ballots. Just over a third of
Americans indicated their faith has some impact on their voting
decisions, according to a July 2003 study, “Religion and Politics:
Contention and Consensus,” underwritten by the Pew Forum on
Religion and Public Life.

“For the most part, people say religion does not frequently
affect their voting decisions,” says the Pew Forum study. “Nearly
six-in-ten (58%) say their religious beliefs seldom if ever affect their
voting decisions.”

While there are those who believe Americans must segregate their
religious beliefs from their civic involvement, that opinion doesn’t square
with Scripture. Romans 13 tells us that God Himself ordained the civil
magistrate, the government, so who are we to shun involvement in it?
From the Bible we know that men like Joseph and Daniel were a part of
the government in their day, serving for God’s glory.

Christians should register to vote, educate themselves on the
positions of the candidates, and vote for those whose stances most
closely square with God’s values.

iVoteValues.com provides churches with nonpartisan voter registration and voter
awareness resources that are well within the Internal Revenue Service's
interpretation of tax code restrictions for 501(c)(3) organizations.

GOVERNMENT SHOULD DO MORE
TO PROTECT MORALITY

Religious Landscape Survey/Pew Forum
on Religion & Public Life, 2008
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Voting and Registration in the 2004 Presidential Election

U.S. CENsuUS BUREAU, MARCH 2006

* Among the citizen population, 74% of women and 71% * Most voting-age citizens (93%) had U.S. citizenship at birth.
of men were registered to vote.

* Married individuals had a higher voting rate (71%) than

* 79% of citizens 55 and older were registered, while 58% widowed (62%), divorced (58%), separated (48%),
of citizens 18-24 were. or never-married individuals (52%).
* 126 million people voted (64% of voting-age citizens). * The voting rate of citizens who had a bachelor’s degree
(78%) was about twice as high as that of citizens who had
* Women were more likely than men to vote not completed high school (40%).

(65 percent compared with 62 percent).
* The voting rate among citizens living in families with annual
* More citizens 55 and older voted (72%) than 18- to 24-year- incomes of $50,000 or more was 77%, compared with 48%
old citizens (47%). for citizens living in families with incomes under $20,000.

The Internet and the 2008 Election

PEW INTERNET & AMERICAN LIFE PROJECT, 6/15/2008

* 46% of Americans have used the Internet, e-mail or cell phone * 35% have watched online political videos—nearly triple the
text messaging to get campaign news, share their views number of the 2004 race.
and mobilize others.

* 10% have used social networking sites to gather information
* 6% have made political contributions online, compared with or become involved.
2% who did during the entire 2004 campaign.
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For more information on this issue and other important topics, visit iLiveValues.com. For print resources on this topic, visit familybookstore.net.
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